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God is in a good mood with you!
And you see that when you look at Jesus.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
(John 3:16)
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Introduction

Martin Luther to all faithful, godly pastors and preachers:
grace, mercy and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord!

Christians Without the Word

'The pitiable, miserable situation that | recently experienced as a
church visitor forced and drove me to put this Catechism—that is,
Christian doctrine—into a small, plain, simple form.

2Help, dear God!

How much wretchedness | have seen: the average man knows
absolutely nothing about Christian doctrine, especially in the villages,
and sadly many pastors are unskilled and almost unfit to teach. * They
are called Christians—baptised and receiving the Sacraments—but
they don't even know the Our Father, Creed, or Ten Commandments.
Before, they lived like dumb cattle and senseless swine, but now, even
though the Gospel has come, they have expertly learned to abuse
Christian freedom in every way.

Ministers Without the Word

4O you bishops, what defence will you make to Christ, since the
people have so shamelessly been allowed to drift away and you have
never once exercised your office? May every disaster flee from you!

5 Commanding outward uniformity and enforcing your human laws,
while never even asking whether people know the Our Father, the
Creed, the Ten Commandments or even a single one of God's words.
Woe to you forever!

¢ Therefore, for God's sake | ask you all, my dear sirs and brothers who
are pastors or preachers: take up your office wholeheartedly, have
compassion on your people, who are entrusted to you. Help us teach
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the Catechism to the people, especially the youth. And where some
are less capable, let them present these tables and forms to the
people word for word, as a model, in the following way:

Memorising the Word

7 First, above all things the preacher should be mindful and avoid
constantly switching between texts and forms of the Ten
Commandments, Our Father, Creed, Sacraments, etc., but adopt a
fixed form for himself. He should stick with it and do the same thing
year after year. The young and simple must be taught a consistent,
fixed text and form. Otherwise, they will very easily get confused if the
preacher teaches one thing today and another a year later, as though
wanting to improve it—and so wasting all previous effort and work.

8 The beloved Fathers saw this clearly. They used the Our Father,
Creed, Ten Commandments all in a single way. ® Therefore we also
should teach such things to the young and simple in this way, so that
we don't shift a single syllable or present and recite things differently
from one year to the next.

Therefore choose for yourself whatever form you want and stick with it
forever. If you preach to the learned and knowledgeable, then you may
demonstrate your skill, dress up these things and rework them
masterfully, as you are able.

19 But among the young people stick with a fixed, settled form and
method, and teach them first of all these things, namely, the Ten
Commandments, Creed, Our Father, etc. according to the text, word
for word, so that they are able to recite them and learn them by heart.

" But those who refuse to learn these things should be told that they
deny Christ, are not Christians, and may not be admitted to the
Sacrament, serve as a sponsor at baptism, or exercise any part of
Christian freedom, but are instead handed back to the Pope and his
officials—and along with them to the devil himself. '> Furthermore,



parents and heads of households should deny them food and drink
and warn them that the prince will expel such crude people from the
land, and so on.

3 For, although faith cannot and must not be coerced, nevertheless
households should be kept under discipline and pressure, so that
people know what is right and wrong in the community where they
choose to live, earn their living, and conduct their lives. Whoever
wants to live in a city must know and keep the laws of the city he wants
to enjoy, whether God grants him faith or whether, in his own heart, he
is a crook or a scumbag.

Understanding the Word

4 Secondly, once they know the text thoroughly, teach them the
meaning as well, so that they know what it is saying. Use these tables
again as your pattern—or any other short, consistent pattern as you
see fit—and stick with it. ' Don't alter a single syllable, just as was
said before about the text, '® and take your time, since it is not
necessary to cover all the parts at once, but one after another. After
they understand the first commandment thoroughly, take up the next
one and so on, otherwise they will be overwhelmed and retain none of
it.

Living Out the Word

7 Thirdly, once you have taught them the Small Catechism, turn to the
Large Catechism to give them aricher and fuller understanding. There,
draw out from each and every commandment, petition, and part its
various works, blessings, benefits, dangers, and harms, as you find all
this written in so many little books on the subject. ® And especially
urge the commandment or section the most where your people are
most lacking. For example, you must press the seventh
commandment about stealing forcefully with tradesmen, traders, even
farmers and household servants, because all kinds of dishonesty and
theft are widespread in these contexts. Similarly, you must press the
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fourth commandment with children and ordinary people, so that they
may be quiet, faithful, obedient, peaceable, and always use many
examples from Scripture showing how God has disciplined and
blessed people in this way.

9 Especially at this point urge civil rulers and parents to rule well and
raise their children through disciplined education. Show them their
obligation to do this, and what a damnable sin they commit if they
don't. For by this they overthrow and lay waste to both the kingdom of
God and the kingdom of the world, acting as the worst enemies of both
God and man. 2° And you should show clearly what kind of horrific
harm they cause if they don't help raise children to become pastors,
preachers, and other educated vocations—God will bring severe
discipline upon them. This must be preached urgently. It is beyond
words how badly parents and civil rulers are currently sinning in this
matter. In this, the devil himself has horrific designs.

Regularly Receiving the Word

21 Finally, now that the Pope's tyranny is gone, they no longer want the
Sacrament, but despise it. They need to be urged, but with this
qualification: we should compel no one to faith or to the Sacrament,
nor impose a law, time, or place, 22 but preach in such a way that they
urge themselves, without our law, and as it were compel us as pastors
to distribute the Sacrament. This is done by telling them: Whoever
does not seek or desire the Sacrament at least once, or even four
times, a year, has reason to fear that he despises the Sacrament and is
no Christian, just as a person is not a Christian if he does not believe
or hear the Gospel. For Christ did not say "Leave this," or "Despise
this," but rather, "Do this, as often as you drink it." He truly wants it
done, not left undone or despised in any way. "Do this!" he says.

2 But if someone does not value the Sacrament, it is a sign that he
thinks he has no sin, no flesh, no devil, no world, no death, no danger,
and no hell. He believes that none of these things apply to him, even
though in reality he is in it up to his ears and belongs to the devil twice
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over. Likewise, he needs no grace, life, paradise, kingdom of heaven,
Christ, God or any good thing at all. For if he believed that he had so
much evil and needed so much good, then he would not neglect the
Sacrament in which such evil is overcome and so much good is given.
One need not compel him by any law to come to the Sacrament. He
will compel himself. He will come running and rushing, and insist that
you must give him the Sacrament.

24 Therefore, you must not establish a new law, like the Pope. Clearly
expound the blessings and harms, needs and benefits, dangers and
salvation in this Sacrament. They themselves will then come readily
without your coercion. But if they do not come, let them go, and say to
them that they belong to the devil. They neither know nor feel their
great need, nor God's gracious help. 2° But if you do not urge them, or
you turn the Gospel into law and poison, then it is your fault that they
despise the Sacrament. How could they not be negligent if you sleep
and keep silent?

% Therefore, see to it, pastor and preacher! Our office is now different
from what it was under the Pope. It has now become serious and
salutary. As a result, it now demands far more effort and work, dangers
and trials, and little reward or thanks in the world. ? But Christ himself
will be our reward, if we labour faithfully. The Father of all grace help
us! To him be praise and thanks forever through Christ our Lord! Amen.
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I. The Ten Commandments

How the head of the household
should present them simply
to those under his care.
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'The First Commandment:
You shall have no other gods.

2What is this? — Answer:
We should fear, love, and trust
God above all things.

3The Second Commandment:
You shall not misuse God's hame.

“What is this? — Answer:

We should fear and love God,

so that we do not use his name

to curse, swear falsely, cast spells, lie, or mislead,
but useitin every need

to call, pray, praise, and thank.

5The Third Commandment:
You shall keep the day of rest holy.

¢ What is this? — Answer:

We should fear and love God,

so that we do not despise preaching and His Word,
but regard it as holy,

which means: gladly hear and learn it.
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’The Fourth Commandment:
You shall honour your father and your mother
so that it goes well with you, and you live long on the earth.

8 What is this? — Answer:

We should fear and love God,

so that we do not despise or anger

our parents and authorities,

but regard them with honour

— that is serve, obey, love, and value them.

9The Fifth Commandment:
You shall not murder.

1 What is this? — Answer:

We should fear and love God,

so that we do not harm or hurt

our neighbour's body,

but help and support their every physical need.

" The Sixth Commandment:
You shall not break the marriage bond.

2What is this? — Answer:

We should fear and love God,

so that we live sexually wholesome and modest lives
in all our words and actions,

and each one love and honour their spouse.

3 The Seventh Commandment:
You shall not steal.

“What is this? — Answer:

We should fear and love God,

so that we do not take our neighbour's money or means,
nor get anything by dishonest goods or dealings,

but help improve and protect their means and livelihood.
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5 The Eighth Commandment:
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

' What is this? — Answer:

We should fear and love God,

so that we do not falsely accuse,

betray, slander, or damage our neighbour's reputation,
but should defend them, speak well of them,

and interpret everything in the kindest way.

7The Ninth Commandment:
You shall not covet your neighbour's house.

8 What is this? — Answer:

We should fear and love God,

so that we do not swindle our neighbour out of their estate or home
and get it deceitfully under a pretence of law,

but help them keep it,

support and serve them.

® The Tenth Commandment:
You shall not covet your neighbour's wife,
manservant, maidservant, livestock, or anything that is his.

20 What is this? — Answer:

We should fear and love God,

so that we do not seduce, strong-arm, or estrange
his wife, household or livestock,

but encourage them to stay and do their duty.
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2 What does God say about all these commandments? — Answer:
He says:

I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God,

who allows the consequences of the fathers'sins

to fall on the third and fourth generation of those who hate me;

but shows loyal love to the thousandth generation

of those who love me and keep my commandments.

2 What is this? — Answer:

God threatens punishment

for all who break these commandments;
therefore we should fear his wrath

and not act against his commandments.

But he promises grace and every good thing

to all who keep these commandments;
therefore we should also love and trust him

and gladly live according to his commandments.
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Il. The Creed

How the head of the household
should present it simply
to those under his care.
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"The First Article: Creation.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

2What is this? — Answer:
| believe that God has created me,
together with all creatures.

He gave and still preserves my body and soul,
eyes, ears, all my limbs, reason and all my senses.

In addition, he abundantly and daily provides
clothing and shoes, food and drink,

house and household, wife and child,

field, livestock and all possessions,

with all needs and nourishment for this body and life.

He shields me from all dangers
and guards and preserves me from all harm.

And all of this purely because of his fatherly,
divine goodness and compassion,

not because of any merit or worthiness of my own.

For all this | am duty-bound to thank and praise him
and to serve and be obedient in return.

This is certainly true.
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3The Second Article: Redemption.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell,
on the third day He rose from the dead,
ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
from where He will come to judge the living and the dead.

4What is this? — Answer:

| believe that Jesus Christ,

truly God begotten from the Father in eternity
and also truly man born from the Virgin Mary,
is my Lord.

He redeemed me, a lost and condemned human being,
bought me and recaptured me from all sins, from death
and from the power of the devil

—not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood
and with his innocent suffering and death.

I am now his own possession, live in his kingdom under him,
and serve him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and salvation,

just as he is risen from death, lives, and reigns forever.

This is certainly true.

19



®The Third Article: Sanctification.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Christian Church — the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life 4+ everlasting.
Amen.

$What is this? — Answer:
| believe that | am not able by my own reason or strength
to believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him.

But the Holy Spirit calls me through the Gospel,

enlightens me with his gifts,

sanctifies and preserves me in the true faith,

just as he calls, gathers, enlightens, sanctifies and preserves
the whole Church throughout the world in the one, true faith.

Within this Church he richly forgives me and all believers every day,
and on the last day he will raise me and all the dead

and will give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.

This is certainly true.
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lll. The Our Father

How the head of the household
should present it simply
to those under his care.
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The Address
' Our Father, you who are in heaven.

What is this? — Answer:

2 God wants to attract us

to believe he is our true Father and we are his true children,
so that we ask him confidently and with full assurance,

like beloved children ask their loving father.

®The First Request
Hallowed be your name.

4What is this? — Answer:

God's name is holy in itself.

But in this prayer we ask

that it be treated as holy among us.

® How does this happen? — Answer:

When God's Word is taught clearly and purely,
and we live according to it as God's children.
Help us dear Father in heaven!

But whoever teaches and lives differently
from what God's Word teaches

treats God's name as unholy among us.
Protect us from this, dear heavenly Father!

22



The Second Request
Your kingdom come.

7 What is this? — Answer:
God's kingdom truly comes
on its own without our prayers.

But in this prayer we ask
that it may come among us.

8 How does this happen? — Answer:

When the heavenly Father gives his Holy Spirit,

so that by his grace we believe his holy Word,

and live godly lives here in time and there eternally.

°The Third Request
Your will be done,
as in heaven, so also on earth.

" What is this? — Answer:
God's good and gracious will
is truly done without our prayers.

But in this prayer we ask
that it may be done among us.

" How does this happen? — Answer:

When God breaks and hinders every evil plan and will
that does not want God's name to be hallowed

and does not want his kingdom to come

—the will of the devil, the world, and our flesh—

and instead strengthens and keeps us firmly

in his Word and faith until our end.

This is his gracious, good will.
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2The Fourth Request
Give us today our daily bread.

3 What is this? — Answer:
God gives daily bread

even without us asking,
and even to all evil people.

But in this prayer we ask
that we may recognise it
and receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.

“What does "daily bread" mean? — Answer:

Everything necessary for the body's nourishment and needs:
food, drink, clothing, shoes, house;

household, field, livestock, money, possessions;

godly spouse, godly children, godly dependents;

godly and true rulers, good government;

good weather, peace;

health, discipline, reputation;

good friends, trustworthy neighbours;

and things like these.
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5 The Fifth Request
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive those who are indebted to us.

8 What is this? — Answer:

In this prayer we ask

that the Father in heaven would not count our sins
and would not refuse this request because of them.

We are not worthy of anything that we ask for,
nor do we deserve it.

But he wants to give us everything by grace alone,
because we sin greatly every day
and truly deserve nothing but punishment.

Therefore, in turn, we also forgive from the heart
and gladly do good to those who sin against us.

7 The Sixth Request
And lead us not into temptation.

8 What is this? — Answer:
God indeed tempts nobody.

But in this prayer we ask

that God would guard and preserve us,

so that the devil, the world, and our flesh
wouldn't deceive or seduce us

into unbelief, despair,

or great shame and destructive behaviour;

and that even if we are attacked by these things
we will still win in the end,

and keep the victory.
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" The Seventh Request
But deliver us from evil.

20What is this? — Answer:

In this prayer we ask in summary

that our Father in heaven

would deliver us from every kind of evil

against body and soul, possessions and reputation;
and that at last when our final hour comes,

he would grant us a blessed end

and with grace take us

from this valley of tears

to be with him in heaven.

The Conclusion
21 Amen.

What is this? — Answer:

| am certain that these requests

are pleasing to the Father in heaven.
He hears and answers them.

For he himself commanded us to pray like this
and promised that he will hear and answer us.

"Amen. Amen." means "Yes! Yes!"
It will definitely happen.
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IV. The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

How the head of the household
should present it simply
to those under his care.
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First

"What is Baptism? — 2 Answer:
Baptism is not just water, but water
established by God's command,
and united to God's Word.

3What is this Word of God? — Answer:
4“What our Lord Christ says

at the end of Matthew (28:19):

"Go into all the world,

teach all nations,

and baptise them

in the name of the Father

and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit."

Second

5 What does Baptism give or benefit? — ¢ Answer:
Baptism works the forgiveness of sins,

redeems from death and the devil,

and gives salvation

to all who believe it,

just as the words and promises of God say.

”What are these words and promises of God? — 8 Answer:
What our Lord Christ says at the end of Mark (16:16):
"Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved,

but whoever does not believe will be condemned."
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Third

® How can water do such great things? — '° Answer:
Certainly, water does not do it,

but rather the Word of God with and joined to the water,
and the faith that trusts God's Word in the water.

Because without God's Word,

the water is simply water.

Itis not a Baptism.

But with God's Word, it is a Baptism.

And this is a grace-filled water of life,

and a washing of new birth in the Holy Spirit,
as St Paul says in Titus chapter 3 (verses 5-6):
"...through the washing

of the regeneration and renewal

of the Holy Spirit,

which he poured out upon us richly

through Jesus Christ our Saviour,

so that, by his grace,

we are justified

and heirs of eternal life, according to hope.
This is certainly true."
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" Fourth

2What does such water baptism mean? — Answer:
It means

the Old Adam in us, by daily contrition and repentance,
is to be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires,
and to daily emerge and rise as a New Man,

who in righteousness and purity

lives before God forever.

3 Where is this written? — Answer:

14 St Paul says in Romans 6:4:

"We were buried together with Christ

through Baptism into death,

so that just as Christ has been raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father,

so we also should walk in a new life."
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V. Confession

5 How the simple
should be taught to confess.
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8 What is Confession? — Answer:
Confession includes two things:

First, that a person confess their sins.

Second, that a person receive absolution (forgiveness),
from the confessor as from God himself,

and does not doubt it,

but firmly believes

that through this absolution

their sins are forgiven before God in heaven.

7”Which sins should one confess? — Answer:
8 Before God,

a person should acknowledge guilt for all sins,
including those we do not know,

as we do in the Our Father.

But before the confessor,
we should only confess those sins
that we know and feel in the heart.

9 Which are these? — Answer:

20 | ook at your vocation according to the Ten Commandments:
whether you are father, mother, son, daughter, husband, wife, servant;
whether you have been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy;

whether you have hurt anyone by your words or works;

whether you have stolen, neglected, mismanaged, or caused harm.
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Giving Confession
21 Give me a short form for confession. — Answer:

You should speak to the confessor like this:
Dear sir,

| ask you to please hear my confession

and pronounce forgiveness to me for God's sake.

Begin like this:
22|, a poor sinner, confess before God
that | am guilty of all sins.

Dependents can then speak like this:
| especially confess before you
that | live and work under authority.

Sadly, | have served those placed over me unfaithfully.

In various ways | have not done as | was told.

| have angered others and provoked them to swear.
| have neglected my responsibilities

and allowed harm to come.

In words and actions | have behaved shamefully.
| have been angry with my peers,

complained about my spouse,

cursed, and things like this.

I am sorry for all this
and ask for grace.
I willamend my life.
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2 Heads of households can then speak like this:

| especially confess before you

that | have not faithfully cared for and taught

my children, dependents, and wife to the honour of God.

| have sworn,

set a bad example with indecent words and actions,

done harm to my neighbour,

and spoken badly about them,

overcharged,

and provided goods or services that were not honest or complete.

Further sins:

Whatever else a person has done
against God's commandments
and in their vocation.

24 If someone does not find himself weighed down
by such or greater sins:
Do not be anxious, seek out or invent sins,
and turn confession into an act of martyrdom.
But recount one or two that you know.
For example:

In particular | confess

that | once swore,

| once used words improperly,

I have neglected X responsibility, etc.
Let that be enough.

% But if you cannot even think of any sins at all

(which is not really possible):

Do not say any in particular,

but receive forgiveness on the basis of a general confession
that you make before God in the presence of the confessor.
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Receiving Absolution

2 Following this the confessor should say:
God be gracious to you,

and strengthen your faith!

Amen.

27 Next:

Do you believe that my forgiveness is God's forgiveness?
2 Answer:

Yes, dear sir.

Then let him say:

As you believe, so it shall be done for you.
On the command of our Lord Jesus Christ
| forgive you your sins

in the name of the Father

and of the -+ Son

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. Go in peace!

2 But those who have great burdens of conscience
or are distressed and under spiritual attack,

the confessor will know how to wisely comfort them
with more Scriptural passages,

and to awaken faith.

(This is just a basic method of confession for the simple.)
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VI. The Sacrament of the Altar

How the head of the household
should present it simply
to those under his care.
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"What is the Sacrament of the Altar? — 2 Answer:
Itis the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
under the bread and wine,

for us Christians to eat and drink,

established by Christ himself.

8 Where is this written? — Answer:

4The holy evangelists Matthew (26:26-29),
Mark (14:22-25), Luke (22:14-23),

and St Paul (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

write in this way:

"Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night he was betrayed, took bread.
He gave thanks, broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:

'Take this, eat!

This is my *+ body, which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me!'

In the same way after supper, he took the cup.

He gave thanks, gave it to them, and said:

'Take this and drink from it, all of you!

This cup is the New Testament in my *+ blood,

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me!""
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5 What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? — ¢ Answer:
This is shown to us in these words:

"given and poured out for you

for the forgiveness of sins,"

meaning that in the Sacrament

forgiveness of sins,

life and salvation

are given to us through such words.

For, wherever the forgiveness of sins is,
there is also life and salvation.

”How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? —2
Answer:

Certainly, eating and drinking do not do it,

but rather the words that stand there:

"given and poured out for you

for the forgiveness of sins."

These words, joined together
with the bodily eating and drinking,
are the chief part of the Sacrament.

Whoever believes these very words
has what they say,

just as they sound:

the forgiveness of sins.
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®Who, then, receives this Sacrament worthily? — '° Answer:
Fasting and bodily preparing oneself
are truly a fine outward discipline.

But someone is rightly and truly prepared,
who believes in these words:

"given and poured out for you

for the forgiveness of sins."

But if someone does not believe or doubts these words,
they are unworthy and unprepared.

For the word "for you"

demands nothing but believing hearts.
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Appendix I. Daily Prayers
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How the head of the household
should teach those under his care
to bless themselves morning and evening.

The Morning Blessing

T1n the morning, when you get out of bed,

you should make the sign of the holy *+ Cross and say:
Let God the Father,
the + Son,
and the Holy Spirit rule! Amen.

2 After that, kneeling or standing,
say the Creed and the Our Father.
If you want you may also say this little prayer:
| thank you, my heavenly Father,
through Jesus Christ,
your beloved Son,
that you have protected me
this night from all harm and danger.
| ask you to protect me today
from sins and all evil,
that alll do and how | live
may be pleasing to you.
For | entrust myself
—body, soul, and everything—
into your hands.
May your holy angel be with me,
so that the evil enemy
may find no power over me!
Amen.

3 And then go about your work with joy
and perhaps sing a song,

such as one on the Ten Commandments
or whatever your devotion gives you.
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The Evening Blessing

“In the evening, when you go to bed,

you should make the sign of the holy *+ Cross and say:
Let God the Father,
the + Son,
and the Holy Spirit rule! Amen.

5 After that, kneeling or standing,
say the Creed and the Our Father.
If you want you may also say this little prayer:
| thank you, my heavenly Father,
through Jesus Christ,
your beloved Son,
that you have graciously
protected me today.
| ask you to forgive all my sins
where | have done wrong,
and graciously
protect me tonight.
For | entrust myself
—body, soul, and everything—
into your hands.
May your holy angel be with me,
so that the evil enemy
may find no power over me!
Amen.

And then, promptly and cheerfully, sleep.
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¢ How the head of the household
should teach those under his care
to say grace before and after a meal
("Benedicite" and "Gratias").

The Benedicite (before a meal):
’The children and dependents,
with folded hands, reverently,
come to the table and say:

The eyes of all look to you, O Lord,

and you give them their food in its time.
You open your generous hand

and satisfy all living things with gladness.

8 (Explanation:

"gladness" means that all creatures get enough to eat,
so that they are cheerful and in good spirits about it.
Worries and greed hinder such gladness.)

® After that, the Our Father and the following prayer:
Lord God, heavenly Father,
bless us and these your gifts,

which we receive from your gracious goodness,
through Jesus  Christ our Lord. Amen.
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°The Gratias (after a meal):

In the same way, after the meal,
with folded hands, reverently,
they should say:

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His goodness endures forever.
Who gives food to all flesh,
who gives fodder to the cattle,
to the young ravens that cry to him.
He does not delight in the strength of the horse,
nor delight in the strength of a man.
The Lord delights in those who fear him,
and in those who wait for his goodness.

11 After that, the Our Father and the following prayer:

We thank you, Lord God Father,
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
for all your benefits,
you who live and reign * forever. Amen.

45



46



Appendix Il. ' The Household Table

A selection of Scriptural sayings
for various holy orders and roles,

by which, through reading, each is reminded
of their own office and ministry.
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2 Overseers, Pastors and Preachers
"An overseer must be above reproach,
the husband of one wife,
sober, upright, self-controlled,
hospitable,
able to teach,
not a drunkard,
not abusive,
not engaging in dishonest dealings;
but gentle,
not quarrelsome,
not greedy,
managing his own household well,
having obedient children with all dignity,
not a beginner—
holding fast to the Word
that is trustworthy and able to teach,
so that he may be able
to encourage by sound doctrine
and to refute those who contradict it."
(1 Timothy 3:2-7; Titus 1:6-9)
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3 What the Hearers Owe to Their Overseers
"The Lord has ordained

that those who proclaim the Gospel

should have their living from the Gospel."
(1 Corinthians 9:14)

"Letthe one who is taught
share all good things
with the one who teaches."
(Galatians 6:6)

"Those elders who lead well
should be held worthy of double honour,
especially those who labour
in the Word and teaching.
For the Scripture says:
'"You shall not muzzle an ox
while it treads out the grain.
And:
'The worker is worthy of his wages."
(1 Timothy 5:17-18; Deuteronomy 25:4; Luke 10:7)

"Obey those placed over you
and give way to them.
For they keep watch
as those who will give an account
for your souls.
So they may do this with joy,
and not with groaning—
for this is not to your benefit."
(Hebrews 13:17)
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4 Civil Authorities
"Everyone is to be subject to the governing authority.
For the governing authority,
wherever it is found,
is ordained by God.
But whoever resists the governing authority
resists God's order
and will receive his judgment.
For it does not carry the sword for nothing.
Itis God's servant,
an avenger for punishment
upon those who do evil."
(Romans 13:1-4)
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5 What the Subjects Owe to Their Rulers
"Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's."
(Matthew 22:21)

"Everyone is to be subject to the governing authority...

Therefore be subject out of necessity,
not only because of wrath,
but also for the sake of conscience.
For this reason you pay taxes.
They are ministers of God,
serving in this very thing.
Therefore render to all what is owed:
to whom tax, tax;
to whom revenue, revenue;
to whom fear, fear;
to whom honour, honour."
(Romans 13:1, 5-7)

"l encourage first of all that
supplications, prayers,
intercessions, thanksgivings
be made for all people;
for kings and all who are in high positions;
so that we may lead a quiet and peaceful life
with all piety and dignity."
(1 Timothy 2:1-2)

"Remind them
to be subject to rulers and authorities..."
(Titus 3:1)

"Be subject to every human institution
for the Lord's sake,
whether to the king as supreme,
or to governors, as if sent by him..."
(1 Peter 2:13-14)
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¢ Husbands
"You husbands,
live with your wives with understanding
and give the female

her honour as the weaker vessel,

as coheirs of the grace of life,
so that your prayers may not be hindered."
(1 Peter 3:7)

"And do not be resentful against them."
(Colossians 3:19)

”Wives
"Wives are to be subject
to their husbands as to the Lord...
just as Sarah was obedient to Abraham
and called him 'lord".
You have become her daughters,
if you do well
and are not fearful."
(1 Peter 3:1, 6)
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8 Parents
"You fathers,
do not provoke your children to anger,
so that they do not become fearful,
but bring them up
in the discipline and firm instruction of the Lord."
(Ephesians 6:4)

°® Children
"You children,
be obedient to your parents in the Lord,
for this is right.
'Honour your father and your mother,
—this is the first commandment with a promise—
'that it may go well with you,
and you live long on the earth.
(Ephesians 6:1-3)
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Those Who Work Under Authority
(e.g. servants, maidservants, day labourers, and employees)

10 "You servants,
be obedient to your earthly masters
with fear and trembling,
in the sincerity of your hearts,
as to Christ himself;
not superficially,
as people-pleasers,
but as servants of Christ,
doing God's will from the heart,
with a good will.
Know that you are serving the Lord
and not men.
And know that whatever good anyone does,
he will receive it,
whether he is a slave or a free man."
(Ephesians 6:5-8)

" Those Having Authority
(e.g. masters and mistresses)

"You masters,
also do the same toward them:
give up threatening
and know that you also have a Lord in heaven;
there is no partiality with him."
(Ephesians 6:9)
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2 Common Virtue

"You who are young,

be subject to those who are older

and show humility in this.
For:

'God resists the proud,

but he gives grace to the humble!
So humble yourselves now

under the mighty hand of God,

so that he may exalt you in his time."
(1 Peter 5:5-6; Proverbs 3:34)

3 Widows

"Whoever is a true widow and alone,
sets her hope in God
and continues in prayer day and night.
But whoever lives in self-indulgence
is the living dead."
(1 Timothy 5:5-6)

“The Community
"'Love your neighbour as yourself!
All the commandments are summed up in this word."

(Romans 13:9)

"And persist in prayer for all people!"
(1 Timothy 2:1)
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5 As each one learns their vocation,
The house stands in right formation.



The Saxon
Visitation
Articles

Arranged to enable easy comparison between the positive and
negative articles, with a compendium of scriptural quotations.

(All scriptural quotations used in this section
are from the Christian Standard Bible.)
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The First Article, Concerning the Holy Supper
The pure and true doctrine of our churches
concerning the Holy Supper:

l. That Christ's words
"Take and eat, this is my body; drink, this is my blood,"
are to be understood simply and literally, as they sound.

Il. That there are two things in the Sacrament,
given and received together:

one earthly, that is Bread and Wine;

and one heavenly, that is Christ's body and blood.

lll. That this happens down here on earth
and not up in heaven.

IV. That it is the true natural body of Christ
that hung on the Cross,

and the true natural blood

that flowed from Christ's side.

V. That the body and blood of Christ are received
not only spiritually by faith

(which can also happen outside the Supper),

but there in the Supper, with bread and wine, orally
—though in an inscrutable and supernatural way—
as a pledge and assurance

of the resurrection of our bodies from the dead.

VI. That the oral receiving of the body and blood of Christ
not only occurs by the worthy,

but also by the unworthy,

who come to the Supper without repentance and true faith
—yet to different ends:

by the worthy to salvation,

but by the unworthy to judgement.
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The false and erroneous doctrine of the Calvinists
concerning the Holy Supper:

l. That the words of Christ stated above
are to be understood figuratively, and not as they sound.

Il. That in the Lord's Supper there are only mere signs,
but the body of Christ is as far from the bread
as the highest heaven is from the earth.

lll. That Christ is present there only with His power and operation,
and not with His body;

just as the sun with its shining and operation

is present and active here below on earth,

but the sun itself is in heaven above.

IV. That it is a "typicum corpus”
—a figurative or symbolic body—
which is merely signified and prefigured.

V. That He is received through faith alone,
which lifts itself up into heaven,
and not orally with the mouth.

VI. That He is received by the worthy alone,

but the unworthy

—who do not have such a faith as can ascend into heaven—
receive nothing but bread and wine.

59



Key Scriptural Passages on the Lord's Supper

I. Whether Christ's words literature or figurative
26 As they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to the disciples,
and said, “Take and eat it; this is my body.” % Then he took a cup, and after giving
thanks, he gave it to them and said, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is my blood of
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. (Matthew
26:26-28)

Il. Whether there is one or two things in the Sacrament
8 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The
bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? (1 Corinthians 10:16)

Ill. Whether this happens on earth or in heaven
22 As they were eating, he took bread, blessed and broke it, gave it to them, and said,
“Take it; this is my body.” 22 Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks, he gave it to
them, and they all drank from it. 2* He said to them, “This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many. 2 Truly | tell you, | will no longer drink of the
fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it new in the kingdom of God.” (Mark 14:22-
25)

IV. Whether it is the true, natural body and blood
or some other kind of body and blood
9 And he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it to them, and said, “This is my
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

20 |n the same way he also took the cup after supper and said, “This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 2! But look, the hand of
the one betraying me is at the table with me. 22 For the Son of Man will go away as it
has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” (Luke 22:19-22)

34 But one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and water
came out. (John 19:34)
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V. Whether Christ is received orally or only by faith
and
VI. Whether Christ is received by the worthy and unworthy,
or only by the worthy
B For | received from the Lord what | also passed on to you: On the night when he
was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took bread, 2 and when he had given thanks, broke it,
and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

% |n the same way also he took the cup, after supper, and said, “This cup is
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me.” 2 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.

27 So, then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be guilty of sin against the body and blood of the Lord. 22 Let a
person examine himself; in this way let him eat the bread and drink from the cup. 2
For whoever eats and drinks without recognizing the body, eats and drinks judgment
on himself. * This is why many are sick and ill among you, and many have fallen
asleep. (1 Corinthians 11:23-30)

61



The Second Article, Concerning the Person of Christ
The pure and true doctrine of our churches
on this article concerning the person of Christ:

I. In Christ are two distinct natures,
the divine and the human;
these remain eternally unmixed and undivided.

Il. Both these natures are personally united with one another
in such a way that there is only one Christ, one person.

lll. Because of this personal union it is rightly said
—indeed, it is fact and truth—

that "God is man" and "man is God",

that "Mary gave birth to the Son of God",

and "God has redeemed us through His own blood".

IV. Through this personal union and the exaltation resulting from it,
Christ, according to the flesh,

has been set at the right hand of God,

has received all authority in heaven and on earth,

and fully participates in all

the divine majesty, honour, power and glory.
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The false and erroneous doctrine of the Calvinists
concerning the person of Christ,

which especially contends

against the third and fourth articles of pure doctrine:

l. First, that "God is man" and "man is God"
is figurative speech.

Il. That the humanity has communion with the divinity
not in fact and truth,
but only in name and words.

Ill. That God cannot possibly, with all His omnipotence,
enable Christ's natural body at one and the same time
to be in more than one place.

IV. That Christ, according to His humanity,

has received through His exaltation

only created gifts and limited authority,

and does not know nor have power over all things.

V. That Christ, according to His humanity, rules while absent
—just as the king of Spain rules the new islands.

VI. That it is a damnable idolatry,

if one sets the trust and faith of the heart upon Christ,
not only according to His divinity,

but also according to His humanity,

and directs the honour of prayer toward Him.
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Key Scriptural Passages on the Person of Christ

Lutheran articles I-ll and Calvinist article Il. Whether Christ's human and divine
natures are truly united so there is only one person, or whether this communion
is only in name and words

4 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. (John 1:14)

° For the entire fullness of God’s nature dwells bodily in Christ, (Colossians 2:9)

Lutheran article lll and Calvinist article I. Whether the following expressions are
fact and truth or figurative speech

"God is man" and "man is God"
' In the beginning... the Word was God.... " The Word became flesh and dwelt among

us. (John 1:1, 14)

5The ancestors are theirs, and from them, by physical descent, came the Christ, who
is God over all, praised forever. Amen. (Romans 9:5)

° For the entire fullness of God’s nature dwells bodily in Christ, (Colossians 2:9)

"Mary gave birth to the Son of God"

3 The angel replied to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy one to be born will be called the
Son of God. (Luke 1:35)

43 How could this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
(Luke 1:43)

4When the time came to completion, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, (Galatians 4:4)

64



"God has redeemed us through His own blood"
7 If we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:7)

28 Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has
appointed you as overseers, to shepherd the church of God, which he purchased
with his own blood. (Acts 20:28)

Lutheran article IV and Calvinist articles IlI-Vl. Whether through the personal
union and exaltation, Christ has received divine gifts according to his human
nature, or whether he has only received created gifts
' This is the declaration of the LORD to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until | make
your enemies your footstool.” (Psalm 110:1)

Whether he can be bodily present everywhere

20 He exercised this power in Christ by raising him from the dead and seating him at
his right hand in the heavens— ' far above every ruler and authority, power and
dominion, and every title given, not only in this age but also in the one to come. ?2
And he subjected everything under his feet and appointed him as head over
everything for the church, 2 which is his body, the fullness of the one who fills all
things in every way. (Ephesians 1:20-23)

Whether he can be worshiped as a whole person, including as a human being:
7When they saw him, they worshiped, but some doubted. '® Jesus came near and
said to them, “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. (Matthew
28:17-18)

65



The Third Article, Concerning Holy Baptism
The pure and true doctrine of our churches
concerning this article of Holy Baptism:

l. That there is only one Baptism and one washing:
which is not used to remove dirt from the body,
but rather to wash us from sins.

Il. Through Baptism, because it is

the bath of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,

God saves us,

and works in us righteousness and cleansing from sins,

so that whoever perseveres to the end in this covenant and trust
is not lost, but has eternal life.

lll. Al who are baptised into Christ Jesus

are baptised into His death,

and through Baptism are buried with Him into His death,
and have put on Christ.

IV. Baptism is the bath of regeneration,
therefore in it we are born again,
and are sealed with the Spirit of sonship and shown favour.

V. Unless someone is born of water and Spirit,
they cannot enter the kingdom of God.
(But this does not refer to cases of necessity.)

VI. Whatever is born of flesh is flesh;

and by nature we are all children of God's wrath,
because we are begotten from sinful seed

and we are all conceived in sin.
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The false and erroneous doctrine of the Calvinists
concerning Holy Baptism:

. Baptism is an outward washing with water,
by which an inner washing away of sins
is merely signified.

Il. Baptism neither works nor gives
regeneration, faith, God's grace and salvation,
but rather merely signifies and seals these things.

lll. Not all who are baptised with water
thereby obtain the grace of Christ or the gift of faith,
but only the elect.

IV. Regeneration does not take place in and with Baptism,
but only afterwards in adult years,
or even in old age.

V. Salvation does not depend on Baptism,

therefore emergency baptism should not be permitted in the church,
but if one cannot obtain a minister,

the child should always die without baptism.

VI. The children of Christians are holy before Baptism,
and from the womb onward

—even while in their mother's womb—

are already in the covenant of life;

otherwise they could not be given Holy Baptism.
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Key Scriptural Passages on Baptism

I. Whether there is one Baptism, or two (an outward and an inward)
3 Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised
into his death? # Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may
walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:3-4)

5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, (Ephesians 4:5)

Il. Whether Baptism regenerates and gives the Holy Spirit with faith or only
signifies and seals these things
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3° For the
promise is for you and for your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the
Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:38-39)

8 And now, why are you delaying? Get up and be baptised, and wash away your sins,
calling on his name.’ (Acts 22:16)

Ill. Whether all who are baptised are united with Christ, or only the elect
2 \when you were buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him
through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. (Colossians 2:12)

27 For those of you who were baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ.
(Galatians 3:27)

IV. Whether regeneration takes place in Baptism or separate to Baptism
Christ loved the church and gave himself for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her
with the washing of water by the word. (Ephesians 5:25-26)

" And some of you used to be like this. But you were washed, you were sanctified,
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1
Corinthians 6:11)

5 he saved us—not by works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his

mercy—through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Titus
3:5)
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V. Whether salvation depends upon Baptism
8 Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe will
be condemned. (Mark 16:16)

5 Jesus answered, “Truly | tell you, unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. (John 3:5)

21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you (not as the removal of dirt from
the body, but the pledge of a good conscience toward God) through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, (1 Peter 3:21)

VI. Whether infants are given Baptism because they are already regenerate, or
whether infants are given Baptism because they are conceived in sin, so need to
receive it
% Indeed, | was guilty when | was born; | was sinful when my mother conceived me.

(Psalm 51:5)

8 Whatever is born of the flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit.
(John 3:6)

3 We too all previously lived among them in our fleshly desires, carrying out the

inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and we were by nature children under wrath
as the others were also. (Ephesians 2:3)
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The Fourth Article,
Concerning Election by Grace and God's Eternal Providence
The pure and true doctrine of our churches
concerning this article:

l. That Christ died for all people,
and as the Lamb of God has borne the sin of the whole world.

Il. That God has created nobody for damnation,

but rather desires that all people be helped

and come to a knowledge of the truth.

He commands everyone to hear His Son Christ in the Gospel,

and promises through this hearing

the power and work of the Holy Spirit for conversion and salvation.

lll. That many people are damned through their own fault,
who either don't want to hear the Gospel of Christ

or later fall away from grace:

either through doctrinal error against the foundation

or moral sin against the conscience.

IV. That all sinners who repent are received into grace,

and none are excluded,

even if their sins are blood-red.

For God's mercy is far greater than the sins of the whole world,
and God has compassion on all his works.
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The false and erroneous doctrine of the Calvinists

concerning election by grace and God's eternal providence:

l. That Christ did not die for all people,
but only for the elect.

Il. That God created the greater part of mankind
for eternal damnation,
and does not will that they be converted and saved.

lll. That the elect and born again
cannot lose faith and the Holy Spirit, nor be damned,
even if they commit all kinds of great sins and evils.

IV. Those who are not elect must be damned,

and cannot come to salvation,

even if they were baptised a thousand times,
attended the Lord's Supper daily,

and lived as holy and blamelessly as is ever possible.
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Key Scriptural Passages on Election by Grace and Providence

I. Whether Christ died for all people or not
Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29)

4 For the love of Christ compels us, since we have reached this conclusion: that one
died for all, and therefore all died. '® And he died for all so that those who live should
no longer live for themselves, but for the one who died for them and was raised. (2
Corinthians 5:14-15)

5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ
Jesus, ® who gave himself as a ransom for all, a testimony at the proper time. (1
Timothy 2:5-6)

2 He himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for
those of the whole world. (1 John 2:2)

Il. Whether God created some people for damnation or not
" Tell them, ‘As | live—this is the declaration of the Lord GOD—I take no pleasure in
the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked person should turn from his way
and live. Repent, repent of your evil ways! Why will you die, house of Israel?’ (Ezekiel
33:11)

3 This is good, and it pleases God our Savior,  who wants everyone to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:3-4)

°The Lord does not delay his promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with
you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)

Ill. Whether people are damned through their own fault,
by rejecting or falling away from grace
37 «)erusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to
her. How often | wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks
under her wings, but you were not willing! (Matthew 23:37)

4Foritis impossible to renew to repentance those who were once enlightened, who
tasted the heavenly gift, who shared in the Holy Spirit,  who tasted God’s good word
and the powers of the coming age, ® and who have fallen away. This is because, to
their own harm, they are recrucifying the Son of God and holding him up to
contempt. (Hebrews 6:4-6)

" Now the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will depart from the faith (1
Timothy 4:1)
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IV. Whether all who repent are received into grace, or only the elect
8“Come, let’s settle this,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are scarlet, they will be
as white as snow; though they are crimson red, they will be like wool. (Isaiah 1:18)

28 “Come to me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.
(Matthew 11:28)

32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may have mercy on all.
(Romans 11:32)
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Patterns for
Family
Devotion



A 15-Minute Family Devotion

You can use this every day, any time of day.

The head of the household reads a passage from the Bible.
The head of the household briefly explains:
What God commands in this Bible passage.
What God unconditionally promises in this Bible passage.

The head of the household asks the questions in bold,
the whole family answers.

How does God feel about us today?
Godisin agood mood with you.
How do we know?
You see that when you look at Jesus.

What are God's commandments?
You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse God's hame.
You shall keep the day of rest holy.
You shall honour your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not break the marriage bond.
You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false withess against your neighbour.
You shall not covet your neighbour's house.
You shall not covet your neighbour's wife, manservant,
maidservant, livestock, or anything that is his.
What does God say about all these commandments?
I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God,
who allows the consequences of the father's sins

to fall on the third and fourth generation of those who hate me;

but shows loyal love to the thousandth generation
of those who love me and keep my commandments.
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What has God promised and done for us?
| believe in God, the Father, Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived from the Holy Spirit, born from the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell, on the third day He rose from the dead,
ascended into heaven,
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty,
from where He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Holy Christian Church — the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life + everlasting. Amen.

Everyone pray the Lord's Prayer together:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

In a circle, each person shares a prayer request and the next person
prays for them in turn.



A 60-Second Family Devotion

You can use this every day, any time of day, even when very busy.

The head of the household asks the questions in bold, the whole family
answers.

How does God feel about us today?
Godis in a good mood with you.
How do we know this?
You see that when you look at Jesus.
What does God command?
Love God and love others.
What do God's commandments show us?
They show us our sin and our need for Jesus.
What has God done?
God is my Father. He created me and cares for me because he loves me.
Jesus Christ is my Lord. He died for me and set me free.
The Holy Spirit gives me faith so | can enjoy Jesus forever.

Everyone pray the Lord's Prayer together:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.
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Reading Planner

This reading planner is designed so the whole Small Catechism can be read
in 4 weeks (28 days). After it are further tables that divide the books of the
Bible into clear 4-8 week reading plans, making steady, manageable
reading easy to keep.

Day Wk The Small Catechism

1 1 | Introduction

2 Commandments 1-3

3 Commandment 4

4 Commandments 5-8

5 Commandments 9-10

6 Summary of the Commandments

7 Creed: Creation

8 2 | Creed: Redemption

9 Creed: Sanctification

10 Our Father: Address, Request 1

11 Our Father: Requests 2-3

12 Our Father: Request 4

13 Our Father: Requests 5-6

14 Our Father: Request 7, Conclusion

15 3 | Baptism 1-2

16 Baptism 3-4

17 Confession

18 Altar: What and Where

19 Altar: Benefits and Bodily Eating

20 Altar: Worthy Reception

21 Appendix 1—Prayers

22 4 | Appendix 2—Vocations: Pastors & Hearers
23 Appendix 2—Vocations: Authorities & Subjects
24 Appendix 2—Vocations: Husbands & Wives
25 Appendix 2—Vocations: Parents & Children
26 Appendix 2—Vocations: Common Virtue
27 Appendix 2—Vocations: Widows

28 Appendix 2—Vocations: The Community & Couplet
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Day Wk Genesis Exodus Leviticus Numbers Deuteronomy
1 1 1-2 1-2 1 1-2 1-2
2 3-4 3 2 3-4 3-4
3 5-6 4-5 3 5-6 5
4 7-8 67 4 7 6
5 9-10 8-9 5 8-9 7-8
6 11-12 10-11 6 10-11 9-10
7 13-14 12 7 12-13 11
8 2 15-16 13-14 8 14-15 12
9 17-18 15 9 16-17 13
10 19-20 16-17 10 18 14-15
11 21-22 18-19 11 19 16
12 23 20 12 20 17
13 24 21-22  13:1-46 21 18
14 25-26 23-24  13:47-59 22 19
15 3 27-28 25 14 23 20
16 29-30 26 15 24 21
17 31-32 27 16 25 22
18 33-34 28 17 26 23
19 35-36 29 18 27 24
20 37-38 30 19 28 25
21 39-40 31 20 29 26
22 4 41 32 21 30 27-28
23 42-43 33 22 31 29
24 44-45 34 23 32 30
25 46-47 35 24 33 31
26 48 36-37 25 34 32
27 49 38-39 26 35 33
28 50 40 27 36 34
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Day Wk Joshua Judges 1 Samuel 1 Samuel
1 1 1 1 1 28
2 2 2 2 29
3 3 3 3 30
4 4 4 4 31

2 Samuel
5 5 5 5 1
6 6 6:1-24 6 2
7 7 6:25-40 7 3
8 2 8 7 8 4
9 9 8 9 5
10 10:1-14 9 10 6
11 10:15-43 10 11 7
12 11:1-15 11:1-28 12 8
13 11:16-23 11:29-40 13 9
14 12 12 14 10
15 3 13 13 15 11
16 14 14 16 12
17 15:1-19 15 17:1-37 13
18 15:20-63 16 17:38-58 14
19 16 17 18 15
20 17 18 19 16
21 18:1-10 19:1-15 20 17
22 4 18:11-28 19:16-30 21 18
23 19 20 22 19
24 20 21 23 20
Ruth
25 21 1 24 21
26 22 2 25 22
27 23 3 26 23
28 24 4 27 24
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Day Wk 1 Kings 2 Kings 1 Chronicles 2 Chronicles
1 1 1 1 1-2 1-2
2 2 2:1-12 3 34
3 3 2:13-25 4 5-6
4 4 3 5 7-8
5 5 4:1-17 6 9-10
6 6:1-14 4:18-44 7 11
7 6:15-38 5 8 12
8 2 7:1-12 6:1-23 9 13-14
9 7:13-51 6:24-33 10 15-16
10 8:1-21 7 11 17
11 8:22-53 8 12 18
12 8:54-66 9 13 19
13 9 10 14 20
14 10 11 15 21
15 3 11:1-13 12 16 22
16 11:14-43 13 17 23
17 12 14 18 24
18 13 15 19 25
19 14 16 20 26
20 15 17 21 27
21 16 18:1-12 22 28
22 4 17 18:13-37 23 29-30
23 18 19 24 31
24 19 20 25 32
25 20 21 26 33
26 21 22 27 34
27 22:1-40 23 28 35
28 22:41-53 24-25 29 36
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Day Wk Ezra Job Proverbs Ecclesiastes
1 1 1 1-2 1 1
2 2 3 2 2
3 3-4 4-5 3 3:1-15
4 5-6 67 4 3:16-22
5 7 8 5 4
6 8 9-10 6 5:1-12
7 9-10 11 7 5:13-20
Nehemiah
2 1 12-13 8 6
2 14 9 7:1-14
10 3-4 15 10 7:15-29
11 5-6 16-17 11 8
12 7 18 12 9:1-10
13 8 19 13 9:11-18
14 9 20 14 10
15 3 10 21 15 11:1-6
16 11 22 16 11:7-10
17 12 23-24 17 12:1-8
18 13 25-26 18 12:9-14
Esther Song of Songs
19 1 27-28 19 1:1-8
20 2 29 20 1:9-17
21 3 30 21 2
22 4 4 31 22 3
23 5 32-33 23 4
24 6 34 24 5
25 7 35-36 25-26 6
26 8 37 27-28 7
27 9 38-39 29-30 8:1-7
28 10 40-42 31 8:8-14
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Day Wk Isaiah Jeremiah Ezekiel
1 1 1 34 1 29 1
2 2 35 2 30 2-3
3 3 36 3 31 4-5
4 4 37 4 32 6-7
5 5 38 5 33 8
6 6 39 6 34 9-10
7 7 40 7 35 11
8 2 8 41 8 36 12-13
9 9 42 9 37 14-15
10 10 43 10 38 16
11 11-12 44 11 39 17
12 13 45 12 40 18
13 14 46 13 41 19
14 15-16 47 14 42 20
15 3 17 48 15 43 21-22
16 18-19 49 16 44 23
17 20-21 50 17 45 24
18 22 51 18 46 25-26
19 23 52 19 47 27-28
20 24 53 20 48 29-30
21 25 54 21 49 31-32
22 4 26 55 22 50 33
23 27 56 23 51 34
24 28 57 24 52 35-36

Lamentations

25 29 58 25 1 37
26 30-31 59 26 2 38-39
27 32 60-61 27 3 40-43
28 33 62—-66 28 4-5 44-48

84




Day Wk Daniel Joel
1 1 1 1-2
2 2 3
[ Amos
3 3 1-2
4 4 3-4
5 5 5-6
6 6 7-8
7 7:1-14 9
8 2 7:15-28 Obadiah 1
P Jonan
9 8 1-2
10 9 3-4
Micah
11 10 1-2
12 11 3-4
13 12 5-6
| Hesea [T
14 1 7
15 3 2 Nahum 1-3
16 3 Habakkuk 1-3
17 4:1-10 Zephaniah 1-3
18 4:11-19 Haggai 1-2
Zechariah
19 5 1-2
20 6 3-4
21 7 5-6
22 4 8 7-8
23 9 9-10
24 10 11-12
25 11 13-14
Malachi
26 12 1
27 13 2
28 14 3-4
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Day Wk | Matthew Mark Luke John Acts
1 1 1 1:1-15 1:1-25 1:1-18 1
2 2 1:16-45 1:26-56  1:19-51 2
3 3 2 1:57-80 2 3
4 4 3:1-19 2 3 4
5 5 3:20-35 3 4:1-42 5
6 6 4:1-20 4 4:43-54 6
7 7 4:21-41 5 5 7
8 2 8 5:1-20 6:1-26 6:1-21 8
9 9 5:21-43 6:27-49  6:22-71 9
10 10 6:1-13 7 7:1-24 10
11 11 6:14-29 8 7:25-52 11
12 12 6:30-56 9 8 12
13 13 7 10 9 13
14 14 8:1-21 11 10:1-21 14
15 3 15 8:22-38 12 10:22-42 15
16 16 9:1-29 13 11:1-44 16
17 17 9:30-50 14 11:45-57 17
18 18 10:1-31 15 12 18
19 19 10:32-52 16 13:1-20 19
20 20 11 17 13:21-38 20
21 21 12 18 14 21
22 4 22 13 19 15 22
23 23 14:1-25 20 16 23
24 24 14:26-52 21 17 24
25 25 14:53-72 22:1-38 18 25
26 26 15:1-20 22:39-71 19 26
27 27 15:21-47 23 20 27
28 28 16 24 21 28
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Day Wk | Romans 1 Corinthians 2 Corinthians Galatians

1 1 1:1-17 1:1-17 1:1-7 1

2 1:18-32 1:18-31 1:8-11 2

3 2:1-16 2 1:12-24 3:1-14

4 2:17-29 3:1-9 2:1-11 3:15-29

5 3:1-20 3:10-23 2:12-17 4

6 3:21-31 4 3:1-6 5

7 4 5 3:7-18 6
Ephesians

8 2 5:1-11 6:1-11 4:1-12 1

9 5:12-21 6:12-20 4:13-18 2

10 6 7:1-19 5:1-10 3

11 7:1-13 7:20-40 5:11-21 4:1-16

12 7:14-25 8 6:1-10 4:17-32

13 8:1-17 9:1-18 6:11-18 5:1-14

14 8:18-39 9:19-27 7:1-7 5:15-33

15 3 9:1-18 10:1-13 7:8-16 6
Philippians

16 9:19-33 10:14-33 8:1-9 1:1-11

17 10 11:1-16 8:10-15 1:12-30

18 11 11:17-34 8:16-24 2:1-11

19 12 12:1-11 9:1-5 2:12-30

20 13 12:12-31 9:6-15 3

21 14:1-12 13 10:1-11 4
Colossians

22 4 | 14:13-23 14:1-25 10:12-18 1:1-14

23 15:1-13 14:26-40 11:1-15 1:15-23

24 15:14-33 15:1-19 11:16-33 2

25 16:1-7 15:20-34 12:1-10 3:1-17

26 16:8-16 15:35-58 12:11-21 3:18-25

27 16:17-20 16:1-12 13:1-4 4:1-6

28 16:21-27 16:13-24 13:5-14 4:7-18
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Day Wk Hebrews 1John
1 1 1 1
2 2 2
3 3 3
4 4 4
5 5 5
6 6 2John1
7 7 3John1
8 2 8 Jude 1
T Revelation
9 9 1-2
10 10 3-4
11 11:1-19 5
12 11:20-40 6
13 12:1-13 7
14 12:14-29 8
15 3 13 9
D mmes
16 1 10
17 2 11
18 3 12
19 4 13
20 5 14
D] weeter
21 1 15
22 4 2 16
23 3 17
24 4 18
25 5 19
D] zeeter [
26 1 20
27 2 21
28 3 22




Using the
Psalms in Daily
Prayer



|l. Structure of the Psalms

The Psalms are prayed by Christ,
are about Christ,
and are prayed by Christians in Christ.

1-41 Book 1: Christ the righteous sufferer under the Law
1-2 Introduction to the whole Psalter

3-14 David cycle: he suffers

15-24 God is with David

25-34 David cycle: he sins

35-41 David cycle: he's betrayed

42-72 Book 2: Christ promised and prayed for in the Gospel
42-49 Korah collection: longing for God in exile

50 God speaks in judgment and mercy

51-65 David cycle: repentance and restoration

66-68 God's saving acts for his people

69-72 The king prayed for

73-89 Book 3: Christ hidden under the weight of the Law
73-83 Asaph collection: crisis of faith and justice

84-85 Longing for God's dwelling

86-88 Individual lament intensified

89 Collapse of Davidic promise

90-106 Book 4: Christ revealed as the Lord who reigns
90-92 God eternal, humanity frail

93-100 The Lord reigns

101-106 God's faithfulness remembered

107-150 Book 5: Christ confessed and praised in the Gospel
107-118 Thanksgiving after deliverance

119 God's Word delightfully confessed

120-134 Songs of Ascent: trust while journeying

135-145 God praised for his greatness

146-150 Hallelujah Psalms
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Il. Forms of the Psalms

l. Primary Prayer Forms
1. Lament Psalms
3-7,9-10,12-14,17, 22, 25-28, 31, 35, 38, 39, 42-44, 51-55, 57, 59—
61, 63, 64, 69-71, 74, 77, 79-80, 83, 85-86, 88, 90, 94, 102, 106, 109,
120, 123, 126, 130, 137, 140-143
2. Psalms of Trust (Confidence)
11, 16, 23, 27, 36, 62,91, 121, 125, 131
3. Thanksgiving Psalms
18, 30, 32, 34, 40, 66, 67, 75, 92,107,116, 118, 124, 129, 138
4. Hymns of Praise
8,19, 29, 33,47, 48, 65, 68, 84, 93, 95-100, 103-105, 111-113, 114,
117, 135, 136, 145-150

Il. Theological and Confessional Emphases

5. Penitential Psalms

6, 25, 32, 38,51, 102,130, 143
6. Imprecatory Psalms

7,35, 55, 58, 69, 79, 83, 94, 109, 137, 139:19-22
7. Royal Psalms

2,18, 20-21, 45,72, 89, 101, 110, 132
8. Messianic Psalms

2,8,16, 22, 24, 40, 45, 69, 72, 89,110,118

lll. Instructional and Formative Psalms
9. Wisdom Psalms
1,34,37,49,73,112,127,128, 133
10. Torah Psalms
1,19, 119

IV. Voice and Liturgical Setting
11. Communal Psalms
44, 46, 48, 65, 67, 74, 79-80, 85, 90, 95-100, 105-106, 115, 118, 122,
124,129, 135-136
12. Songs of Ascents
120-134
13. Liturgical Psalms
15, 24, 50, 81, 95, 100, 118, 132, 134, 136, 150
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lll. Time in Our Lives

A. Time of Day
Morning
3 - Morning prayer under threat (“I lay down and slept... | awoke”)
5 -“In the morning you hear my voice”
19 - Creation proclaiming God’s glory from dawn
59:16 — Morning praise after night danger
88:13 - Cry rising early to God
92 — Morning thanksgiving (explicitly mentions morning)

Evening

4 - Evening prayer and peaceful sleep

63:6 — Meditation on God in the night watches
141 - Evening sacrifice imagery

Night / Sleeplessness

6 — Weariness and tears through the night
22 - Cry in abandonment

42-43 - Inner turmoil and unrest

77 - Sleepless meditation and questioning
88 — Darkness without visible comfort

130 - Waiting in the depths

Dawn / Waiting for Morning

30:5 - Joy comes with the morning

57:8 — Awakening the dawn

90:14 - Morning satisfaction in God’s mercy

130:5-6 — Waiting for the Lord more than watchmen for morning
143:8 — Morning hearing of God’s steadfast love

Daytime Work

90 - Establish the work of our hands
104 - God sustaining daily life and labour
127 - Work dependent on the LORD

128 - Blessing in ordinary labour

145 - God’s provision for all creatures

End of Day / Reflection
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Thanksgiving, review of God’s faithfulness, and quiet trust.

e 16 -Confidence at life’s close

e 23 -God’s shepherding through the day

e 34 - Reflection after deliverance

e 92 -Declaring God’s faithfulness morning and night

e 139 -Self-examination before God

B. Day of the Week

Sunday / The Day for Church

24 - Entrance psalm; King of Glory
47 - God reigns over the nations
95 — Call to worship

96-100 - Enthronement and praise
118 — Cornerstone and salvation
122 - Going to the Lord's house
150 - Concluding doxology

Monday-Saturday

1 - Delighting in God’s Word
15 - Walking in daily life

37 — Patience amid injustice
62 — Quiet confidence

73 -When the wicked prosper
121 - Daily going and coming
131 - Humble trust

C. Seasons of Life

Childhood

8 — God'’s care for the weak
22:9-10 - Trust from the womb
127 - Children as God'’s gift
131 - Childlike trust in God

Youth

25 - Learning God’s paths

34 -Taste and see God is good
119:9 - Keeping one’s way pure
144:12 - Sons growing strong

Adulthood

37 - Long obedience and trust

90 — Numbering our days

112 - Faithful living and generosity
128 - Family and vocation

145 - God in a generations

Old Age

71 -“My strength is spent”
92:12-15 - Still bearing fruit

103 - Remembering God’s mercy

Approaching Death

23 -The valley of death

31 -“l commit my spirit”

49 - God redeeming from the grave
73:26 - The strength of my heart

Facing Mortality

39 —The brevity of life

90 - Human frailty

102 - Life fading like a shadow
103 - Human life as grass
144 - Humanity as a breath

93



IV. Time in the Church

Advent (Waiting, Longing)
25 - Waiting for guidance

27 - Waiting in confidence
33 -Hope inthe LORD

80 - Plea for restoration

85 - Mercy and renewal

130 - Waiting for redemption

Christmas (Incarnation, Joy)
2 - God’s begotten King

8 — God with humanity

19 - Glory proclaimed

45 — Royal bridegroom

98 - Joyful salvation

132 - God dwelling among us

Epiphany (Light, Revelation)
27 - Light and salvation

36 - Light of life

67 — Light to nations

72 - Righteous reign revealed
97 - LORD revealed as king
117 — Nations called to praise

Lent (Repentance, Suffering)
6 — Penitential distress

22 - Suffering righteous one
32 - Forgiven transgressions
38 - Guilt and affliction

51 - Create clean heart

130 - Cry for mercy

143 - Plea for mercy

Holy Week

22 - Mocked and forsaken
31 - Entrusting one’s spirit
35 - Unjust persecution
41 - Betrayal by friend

A. Church Year

69 — Zeal and reproach
88 — Darkness and abandonment

Good Friday

22 - Pierced and mocked

31 - Spirit entrusted to God

40 - Willing obedience

69 — Bearing reproach

102 - Afflicted and fading

130 - Redemption from depths

Easter (Resurrection, Victory)
16 — Not abandoned to death
30 - Mourning turned to joy

47 - God reigns victorious

66 — Victory proclaimed

98 — Salvation made known
118 — Stone made cornerstone

Ascension

24 - King of glory enters

47 - God ascends in triumph
68 — Ascending conqueror
93 - LORD reigns eternally
110 - Enthroned at God’s right

Pentecost (Spirit, Word, Mission)
19 - Word proclaimed everywhere
33 - Creative, powerful Word

46 — God present with us

67 — Blessing for nations

104 - Spirit renews creation

147 - Word heals and restores

Trinity

8 — Creator’s majesty

33 - Speaking, faithful LORD
36 — Fountain of life

90 - Eternal God our dwelling



145 - LORD’s everlasting kingdom

End Times / Last Things
49 - Redemption from death
73 - God our portion

90 — Teach us wisdom

96 — Judge of the world

98 - Judge with righteousness
102 - Creation will perish

B. Corporate Worship

Gathering / Call to Worship
24 - Entering God’s presence
95 — Come, worship the LORD
96 - Proclaim God’s glory

100 - Enter with thanksgiving
122 - Joy in worship

Confession of Sin

6 — Plea for mercy

25 - Confession and trust
32 -Sin forgiven

38 — Burdened by guilt

51 - Broken and contrite
130 - Cry from depths
143 - No one righteous

Absolution / Forgiveness

32 - Blessed forgiveness

34 - Redeemed from troubles
51 - Cleansed by mercy

103 - Sins removed

130 - Plentiful redemption

Thanksgiving

30 - Deliverance remembered
66 — Praise for salvation

92 - Gratitude for God’s works
107 - Thankful testimony

116 - Gratitude for deliverance
118 — Thanks for steadfast love

Praise and Doxology

29 - Glory to the LORD

33 - Joyful praise

47 - God reigns supreme
95-100 - Enthronement praise
145-150 — Unending praise

Benediction

67 — God bless us

121 - LORD keeps you
128 - Blessed in life
134 - Bless the LORD

After Communion

23 - Shepherd who feeds

34 - Taste and see

36 — Feast of abundance

103 - Remember his benefits
116 — Cup of salvation

Before or After Sermon

19 - Word enlightens

33 - Trust God’s Word

40 - Delighting in God’s will
119 - Love for God’s Word

145 - Declare God’s greatness
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V. Christian Doctrine

God as Creator

8 — Creator crowns humanity
19 - Creation proclaims glory
33 - Creating by his Word

90 - Eternal Creator God

104 - Sustainer of creation
139 - Creator knows us

God as King

10 - LORD reigns forever

24 - King of glory

47 - God reigns over nations

93 - LORD reigns in majesty

95 - Great King worshiped

97 - LORD reigns in righteousness

God as Judge

7 - Righteous Judge sees all
9 - Judge of the world

50 - God judges his people
75 - God exalts and humbles
96 — Judge comes with
righteousness

98 - Judging with equity

God as Shepherd

23 - Shepherd who provides
28 — Shepherd of his people
78 — Shepherd leads Israel
80 - Shepherd of Israel

95 — Sheep of his hand

Messiah / Anointed One

2 - God’s anointed Son

18 - LORD’s anointed saved
20 - Victory for anointed

God as Refuge

18 - Rock and refuge

46 — Ever-present refuge

62 — Refuge in silence

91 - Shelter of the Most High
94 — Refuge in distress

144 - Fortress and deliverer

God’s Holiness

15 - Holy dwelling question
29 - Holy glory revealed

47 — Holy exalted King

93 - Holy and majestic
99 — Holy is the LORD

God’s Mercy

25 - Mercy remembered

32 - Mercy removes guilt

51 - Mercy creates clean heart
86 — Abounding in mercy

103 - Merciful and gracious
130 — Mercy with the LORD

God’s Faithfulness

33 - Faithful steadfast love

36 - Faithfulness reaches heavens
89 - Faithful covenant
remembered

92 - Faithfulness proclaimed daily
100 - Faithful to all generations
145 - Faithful in all works

B. Christ

45 - Anointed royal bridegroom
72 - King brings righteousness
132 - LORD’s anointed promised



Suffering Righteous One

22 - Forsaken yet trusting

31 - Entrusting spirit to God
35 - Hated without cause

69 — Bearing reproach unjustly
88 — Darkness without comfort

Kingship of Christ

24 - Ascended King

47 — Reigning King praised
93 - Eternal reigning LORD
110 - King at God’s right
145 - Everlasting kingdom

Passion Prophecy
22 - Pierced and mocked
40 - Willing obedience offered

41 - Betrayed by friend
69 — Zeal brings reproach
102 - Afflicted and rejected

Resurrection Hope

16 — Not abandoned to death
30 - Life after mourning

49 — Redeemed from grave
73 - God receives me

118 - Death overcome

Rejection of Christ

2 - Nations rage against Son
22 — Mocked by crowds

35 - False witnesses arise
41 - Betrayal by close friend
118 — Stone rejected

C. Law and Gospel

Accusation of the Law

14 - None righteous before God
39 - Human frailty exposed

51 - Sin ever before me

90 - Wrath and mortality

143 - No one righteous

Call to Repentance

25 - Teach me your paths

32 - Confess and be forgiven
51 -Turn back to God

95 - Do not harden hearts
130 - Wait for mercy

Promise of Forgiveness

32 - Guilt covered

51 - Sin blotted out

85 - Forgiveness proclaimed
103 - Sins removed far

130 - Plentiful redemption

Justification

32 - Blessed forgiven sinner
51 - Justified by mercy

73 - God my portion

143 - Righteousness from God

Salvation by Grace

34 - Delivered from fears

86 — Saved by grace

103 - Crowned with mercy

107 - Redeemed by steadfast love
145 - Gracious to all

Confidence in God’s Word
12 - Pure words trusted

19 - Perfect reviving Word
33 -Word accomplishes all
119 - Word my delight

138 - Word exalted above all
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VI. Christian Vocations

A. Family Vocations

Husbands

1-Walking in God’s way

15 - Living blamelessly

37 - Patient, faithful living

112 - Righteous household head
128 - Blessed family life

Wives

31 -Trusting in the LORD

34 - Seeking the LORD

45 - Honoured and beloved
127 - Gift within God’s order
128 - Fruitful family joy

Parents

78 — Teaching children faithfully
103 - Compassion like a father
127 - Children God'’s gift

128 - Generational blessing
145 - Declaring God’s works

Children

8 — Praise from the weak
22:9-10 - Trust from infancy
34 - Learning to fear LORD
119:9 - Keeping one’s way
131 - Childlike trust

Widows / Widowers

27 - LORD my refuge

68 — Defender of the lonely

71 - Do not forsake me

102 - Prayer of the afflicted

146 — LORD upholds vulnerable

Singleness

16 — LORD my portion

27 - Seeking the LORD alone
62 - Contentment in God

73 - God my strength

84 - Dwelling with the LORD

B. Church Vocations

Pastors

23 - Shepherding God’s people
40 - Proclaiming God’s truth

78 — Faithful teaching entrusted
119 - Delighting in God’s Word
145 - Declaring God’s kingdom

Teachers

19 - God’s Word enlightens

34 -Teaching fear of LORD

78 — Instructing next generation
119 - Loving God’s instruction
145 - Making known God’s works

Church Workers
84 - Serving in God’s house
90 - Work established by God

100 - Serving with gladness
127 - Labour in the LORD
134 - Blessing the LORD

Congregation Members

15 - Walking among God’s people
95 — Worshiping together
122 - Joy in assembly

133 - Unity among brethren

147 — Gathered and healed

Evangelism / Witness

22 - Nations remember LORD
67 — God’s ways known

96 — Declare his glory

105 — Make known his deeds
117 — Nations called to praise



C. Civil and Social Vocations

Rulers and Authorities

2 — Rulers warned by God
72 - King rules with justice
82 - God judges rulers

101 - Righteous governance
110 - Authority under God

Judges

7 - God righteous Judge

9 - Judging with justice

58 — Rebuking unjust judges
75 - God alone exalts

82 - Defending the weak

Soldiers

18 - God trains for battle
20 - Victory from the LORD
27 - Courage in conflict

46 - God our fortress

144 - Strength for defence

Police

82 - Protecting the vulnerable
94 - God avenges injustice
101 - Walking with integrity
112 - Righteousness in action
146 - Justice upheld by God

Workers

90 - Establish our work

104 - Labour sustained by God
127 - Work not in vain

128 - Blessed daily labour

145 - God provides for all

Employers / Employees

15 - Honest dealings

37 - Faithfulness without envy
62 - Trust beyond reward

112 - Upright conduct

141 - Guarding speech

D. Personal Vocation

Work

90 - Work given meaning
104 - God sustains labour

127 - Dependence on the LORD
145 - God supplies needs

Rest

4 - Resting in peace

23 - Rest beside still waters
62 - Restin God alone

127 - Sleep as gift

Responsibility

15 - Living uprightly

37 - Trust and obedience
101 - Walking with integrity

112 - Faithful stewardship

Faithfulness in the Ordinary
1 - Steady, fruitful life

34 - Seeking God daily

73 - God my portion

131 - Quiet, content trust

Integrity

15 - Blameless walk

26 — Walking in integrity

51 - Truth in inward being
119 - Walking in God’s law
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VIIl. Life's Situations

Illness

6 — Weakness and pleading
30 - Healing and restoration
38 — Pain and guilt

41 - LORD sustains the sick
103 - Heals all diseases

Chronic Pain

22 - Ongoing suffering
31 - Enduring affliction
39 - Frailty and brevity
88 — Pain without relief
102 - Worn down life

Mental Distress
13 -How long, LORD?

42-43 - Downcast yet hoping
77 - Troubled, sleepless mind

94 - Consolation in anxiety
143 - Spirit overwhelmed

Approaching Death
23 - Valley of death
31 - Spirit entrusted to God

Getting Married

45 - Joyful union

127 - God builds household
133 - Unity and harmony

Getting Divorced
25 - Seeking mercy

34 - God near brokenhearted
51 - Repentance and renewal

147 — Healing broken hearts

Family Life
78 — Passing on faith

103 - Compassion within family

A. Personal Crisis

49 — Redeemed from grave
73 - God receives me
116 - Precious is death

Loss of Strength

22 - Strength dried up

71 -Do not forsake me

90 - Frailty before God

102 - Strength diminished
119:28 - Strengthen my soul

Poverty or Need

34 - LORD hears the poor
37 - Trust amid lack

40 - Lifted from pit

72 - Defends the needy
146 - Helps the poor

When Facing Change

16 — Secure future

27 - Courage and waiting
37 - Commit your way

121 - God keeps your steps
139 - God goes before

B. Relationships

127 - Household from God
145 - Faith to generations

Parenting

78 — Instructing children
127 - Children God'’s gift
131 - Gentle guidance

Conflict with Others

7 - Appeal for justice

26 - Walking in integrity

37 - Patience amid conflict
55 - Hurt by others

141 - Guard my speech



Betrayal

31 -Rejected and despised
35 - Attacked without cause
41 - Betrayed by friend

55 —Treachery of close one
69 — Zeal brings reproach

Reconciliation

32 - Restored relationship
34 - Peace and goodness
51 - Renewed heart

85— Mercy and peace meet
133 - Unity restored

C. Grief and Loss

Death of a Loved One

23 - Comfortin loss

34 - LORD near brokenhearted
73 - God my portion

116 — Precious in God’s sight

Mourning

6 — Tears and sorrow

30 - Mourning turned joy
42 - Grief before God
102 - Lament of afflicted

Funeral Use
23 - Shepherd through death

90 — Numbering our days
103 - Life like grass
121 - LORD keeps forever

Remembering the Dead
49 - God redeems life
73 - Held beyond death
116 - Life precious to God

Waiting for Resurrection
16 — Not abandoned to death
49 — Ransomed from grave
73 - Glory afterward

118 - Life after death

D. Danger and Threat

Persecution

22 — Mocked and surrounded
35 - Unjust hatred

69 — Reproach for God

94 - God avenges wrong

Violence

7 - Rescue from violence

11 - Fleeing destruction

18 — Delivered from enemies
140 - Protection from violence

War

20 - Victory from the LORD
46 - God ends wars

60 — Defeat and hope

144 - Strength for battle

Oppression

9 — Refuge for oppressed
10 - God sees injustice
72 - Defends the afflicted
82 - Justice for weak

False Accusation

7 - Vindicate my innocence
26 — Walked in integrity

35 - False witnesses arise
109 - Accused without cause

Injustice

12 - Truth vanished

58 — Unjust rulers rebuked
75 - God judges uprightly
94 - God of vengeance
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VIIIl. Life of the Heart

A. Distress and Suffering

Fear

3 - Surrounded yet unafraid
27 - LORD my light

34 - Delivered from fears
56 — Trust amid fear

118 - Fear replaced by trust

Anxiety

4 - Peace amid trouble

37 - Do not fret

55 - Burdens cast on God
94 - Consolation in anxiety
131 - Quieted soul

Depression / Despair

13 -How long, LORD?

42-43 - Downcast yet hoping
77 —Troubled remembrance
88 — Darkness without relief
102 - Spirit overwhelmed

Loneliness

22 - Despised and alone
25 - Lonely and afflicted
27 - LORD my shelter
68 — God sets lonely

142 — No refuge left

Feeling Abandoned by God
22 - God far away

31 -Forsaken and rejected
44 - Why do you sleep?

74 - Why cast us off?

88 — Darkness my companion

Weariness / Exhaustion
6 — Worn out sighing

22 - Strength dried up
73 - Flesh and heart fail
102 - Strength cut short
119:28 — Soul melts away

Hopelessness

39 - Hope seems vain

42 - Hope in God

77 - Comfort seems gone
88 — No light left

143 - Spirit faints

Crying Out

5-Hear mycry

17 - Give ear, LORD
28 - Cry for help
61-Cry fromend
130 - Cry from depths

B. Guilt and Repentance

Confession of Sin

6 — Sin acknowledged

25 - Remember not sins

32 - Confession brings relief
38 - Sin weighs heavy

51 - Confessing before God

Shame

25 - Do not shame me

31 - Not putto shame

69 — Shame and reproach

119:6 — No shame walking

Godly Sorrow

6 — Tears of repentance
38 — Groaning over sin
51 - Broken and contrite
102 - Prayer of afflicted

Desire for Cleansing
19 — Cleanse hidden faults
51 -Wash me clean



73 - Purified heart
119:9 - Clean way

Seeking Mercy

25 - Appeal to mercy

51 - Mercy, O God

86 — Mercy sought earnestly
130 - Mercy with LORD

143 — Mercy in righteousness

Restoration after Sin
30 - Restored joy

32 - Joy of forgiveness

51 - Restore gladness
85 — Revived people

103 - Renewed by mercy

C. Trust and Peace

Trust in God

16 — LORD my portion

27 — Confidence in LORD
37 — Trust and wait

56 — Trust, not fear

73 - God my strength

Calm Assurance

4 - Lie down peacefully
23 - Quiet confidence

62 - Silent trust

112 - Heart firmly trusting

Rest
4 - Peaceful sleep
23 - Rest beside waters

127 - Sleep God gives
131 - Rested soul

Confidence in God’s Promises
12 - Pure words trusted

19 - Sure testimony

33 - Word stands forever

119 - Promises my delight

138 - Word exalted

Refuge and Safety

18 - LORD my rock

46 - Ever-present help
61 - Rock higher

91 - Shelter of God

144 - Fortress and shield

D. Joy and Gratitude

Thanksgiving

30 - Thanks after rescue

92 - Gratitude for works

107 - Thankful remembrance
116 - Thankful deliverance

Joy in Salvation

16 -Joyin God

32 - Joy forgiven

47 — Rejoicing in reign

98 — Salvation celebrated
118 - Joyful victory

Contentment
16 — Satisfied in God

37 - Content trust
62 - God alone enough
131 - Quiet content soul

Delightin God

27 - Seeking God’s presence
34 -Taste God’s goodness
63 - Soul satisfied

119 - Loving God’s Word

Celebration

47 - Joyful acclaim
95-100 - Festal praise
126 - Laughter restored
150 - Unrestrained praise
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IX. Life in God’s Creation

A. Community and Society

God'’s Care for the Poor

34 - LORD hears the poor

41 - Blessed who consider poor
72 - King defends needy

140 - LORD guards the poor
146 - Upholds the oppressed

Justice and Righteousness

7 - God judges righteously
11-LORD loves justice

33 - Righteousness exalts nation
75 - God lifts and humbles

99 - Righteous rule of God

Oppression and Deliverance

9 — Refuge for oppressed

10 - God sees oppression

12 - Truth vanished from society
72 - Delivers the afflicted

82 - Defend weak and needy

Nations and Peoples
22 - Nations turn to LORD
47 - God reigns over nations

67 — Blessing to nations
96 — Nations proclaim glory
117 - All peoples praise

God’s Rule over History

33 - God frustrates plans

46 — God overthrows nations
66 — God rules forever

103 - Kingdom rules all

135 - LORD does all

Peace and Order

29 - LORD gives peace

34 - Seek peace

85 - Peace and righteousness
122 - Pray for peace

Social Responsibility

15 - Living uprightly

24 - Living before God

37 - Commit your way

112 - Righteous generosity
128 - Blessing & faithfulness

B. Creation and the World

Creation’s Praise

19 - Heavens declare glory
65 — Creation rejoices

96 - Creation sings

98 — Creation shouts for joy
148 - All creation praises

Nature as God’s Work

8 — Creation under God

29 - LORD over storms

104 - God’s works displayed
147 - God orders nature

God'’s Sustaining Power

36 — God preserves life

65 — God provides abundance
104 - God sustains all

145 - God satisfies needs

Human Frailty

39 - Life a breath

90 - Human days fleeting
103 - Life like grass

144 - Humanity a breath

God'’s Eternality
90 - Eternal God dwelling
92 - God forever exalted



102 - God remains forever

145 - Everlasting kingdom

C. End Times and Hope

Death

23 - Valley of death

49 — Power of death

88 — Near the grave

116 — Precious in God’s sight

Judgment

9 - God judges world

50 - God judges people

75 - God executes judgment
96 - Judge of earth

Resurrection

16 — Not abandoned to death
49 — Ransomed from grave
73 — Received into glory

Eternal Life
16 — Fullness of joy
21 - Length of days

36 — Fountain of life
133 - Life forevermore

New Creation

65 — Renewed creation joy
96 — Creation rejoices

102 - Creation renewed
104 - Creation restored

Final Victory of God

47 - God reigns victorious
66 — Enemies subdued

98 - Victory proclaimed
110 - Enemies subdued

Waiting for the Lord
27 - Wait with courage
37 — Wait patiently
130 - Waiting in hope
143 - Morning hope

D. Instruction and Wisdom

Trust vs Self-Reliance
20 - Trust not in strength
33 -Trustin LORD

37 - Trust and do good
62 - God alone sufficient

Fear of the Lord

34 - Learn fear LORD

111 - Fear beginning wisdom
112 - Blessed who fear LORD
128 - Fear brings blessing

Wisdom and Folly

1 -Two ways contrasted
14 - Folly denies God

49 — Wealth cannot save
73 - Wisdom after struggle

Speech and Silence

12 - Corrupt speech exposed
19 - Words pleasing God

34 - Guard your tongue

39 - Silence before God

141 - Guard my mouth

Guidance for Life

25 - Teach me paths
32 - God instructs me
37 - Commit your way
119 - Word guides life

God’s Word as Light

19 - Word enlightens soul
43 - Light and truth lead
119 - Lamp to feet

130 - Hope in Word
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